
Big |lnamler ]eef
On Wedrcsday, May 14 the Char$€r held its arnual Bu.siness ofthe year

lurcheon at Tampa Bay Downs. Chambcr presidedt/CEo Jerry Custin said'\rhis.is oDe ofmy favorit€ lurches ofthe year as we hke the tiEe Dot only !o
ldeDtlty some ofthe besl busiDesses in ot[ corDDuaity. but also stop to re;ize
what a grcd busiDds envirodmenl we etrjoy." Awards are given in sma[ medi_
urD lmd Erge.brlslDess categories depetrdiDg od 6e aDou of aDnual revetrue
prooucec thrs year a new category w|s qeate4 The Eeeryiag htrepreoeur
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Award. Our winnels go o[ to co&-
pete against other chamber nominees
for recognition as the UpI,€r Pfuellas
Business of the Yeax later this fall. A
panel coryos€d of six member busi.
ness principals selected our wiDaers in
this demanding competition.

The small business category is for
businesses producing up to $999,999 in
annual revedues. The nominees includ-
ed: Rey'Max Power Advantage, Lori
Poli!, P.A. and Kasco Stone, the 2008
wimer. Kathy and Scott Mccoudey
(KASCO) bouCfu excess material for
a bome p.oject and glew tbe busi.
ness out of thel ahiveway. They were
recognized for their outstanditg com-
muoity suppolt participating in the
Creat Am€ricatr Teach-In discussing
their knowledge of rocks, gems and
minemls. Scott is aD industry leader iIr
tools atrd s€amless joints and recently
hosted the naliotral Stooc Fabdcatols
Workhop- Last year's winner Sieve
Summers (Pitch Publicity, Inc.) pre-
sented the award.

The medium business encompasses
firms prodrciry revenues between gl
million to $5 million in annual reve-
nues, Our nomiiees were Residence bn
Manioft and Aflhur Air Conditioniry.
Patty Pilz representing last yc6's
wiimer West Bay Rehabilitatio! aod
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Nursing Center preseded the 2008
award to Arthur Air Conditionhg.
R ndy Arthur has owtred and operated
his business for twent years and works
with Do sub-contractors, only firll time
licensed installerc.

Arthur Air has experienced double
digrt growth the last tbree yea$ with
their focus on quality, preventive main-
tenaDce aDd "green". Randy rcdc 200
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miles in support for Muscular Sclerosis
research and is an American Red Cmss
volurteer. With their priority being
customer service, th€y offer irimediate
Esponse to callers and us€ !o voice
rEil for messages.

Our large business of the year
(exceediq $5 millior in eaming)



scnior education progranrs.
One of six Aston communi-
tics in Florida, it was tbund-
cd by fbrmer Nary pilots
with family experience. The
recent salc of the property
proved to bc a smooth tran-
sition from family-owned
to large corporalion tlut
was accomplished with no
fumover and no tansition

PaW Pilz Uestbay nehab lbtton & u'ring,
wih 2UO "tlediun Businos.t ol lhe leaf wln Mr

Bendy & kttV Attt'ntr (Atlhw Ah hnditioning,

nominalions included somc 8rca1 busi-
ncssos rn our comnunity includtng
Home Pro. Incorporatcd and Lcader
Tech with Aston Gardcns winning this
year's top honors. JeffCopeland repre-
senting last ycar's OneSimplel,oan pre-
sentcd the 2008aAward to Beth Leto,
Community Relations Director Aston
Gardens caters to senior needs includ-
ing their physical. social and mental
wcll being offering outside the box

'nnovalion; bc indepcndcntly owncd;
providc a wcll  documcnlcd plan to
identify and control risks whilc improv-
ing profitability wrth a clcar focus on
grcwth potential. The 2008 winner is
WestFetch. Owner Craig Muniz was
working in the coryorate world
and decided to capitalize on
the hectic sch€dules of mod-
em life, His concierge services
bcgan growing rapidly as he
lbcused on mult iple targets'. . .

pct silring and boarding, mobile notary
prcssure washing and even eBay trad-
ing. Hc is conlemplating the benefits
of dcvcloping franchise opportunities
and we couldn't be more supportive of
those efforts.

Custin tumed the meeting over
to Bruce Walling, representative for
the Chamber Education Foundation
who introduced the May Student of
the Month fiom I-owry Elementary,
fifth grade student Matthew Borges.
Guidance Counselor Doris Field
described the reasons Matthew was
chosen to receive this award. "Matthew

has shown tremendous improvement
and detennination this ycrr. Malthew
strugglcd 0l thc beginning of thc year'
lryrnS k) adapt to thc l i l t  ol l l  l i l ih
gradcr. bul qujckly lbrnd his wry.
Wilh a lol of hard work and tledication
Matthew has becn able to ,naintain a

good gradc in a subject that he strug-
glcs with. Matthow constantly works
hnrd loward his goal and asks questions
when he doesn't understand a lesson (a
quality of a great student). He is also
willing to help other shrdents when hc
does understand the mat€rial. We are
all proud ofthc hard work Matthcw has
put in this ycar at Lowry Elementary."

Thc ljpper Tampa Bay Regional
Chambcr of Commerce places greal
valuc on personal relationships - noi
just busincss contacts. Presidenl/CEO
Jcrry Custin dcscribcs it best..."Thc
rcgional nature of the chamber is
rcflccted by our winners. The qual-
ity of all our nominees certainly bears
witncss to this community having big
chamber services. The quality of our
youth beais witness to our commitment
to community. Now that is the small
chambcr feel at its best. We are blessed
to live in slrch a dynamic community."in values, They are com-

mitted to several charities
including, but not limited
to, the Cancer Society, Red
Cross, Leukemia, Alzheimer's,
Hospice, H€lping Hands and
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the Alpha House.
This year we opened the competi-

tion up to Entepreneur Of The Year,
operating less than tlree years with
the following criteria: Product/service
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seniors, working couples, individuals
and businesses. WestFetch offers a wide
range of services including "Fetching",

"Studont ol tfie Monlh" Matlhew Boryes


